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Abstract: 
 

The global financial crisis that began in 2008 has had major consequences for health. 

However, identifying these consequences, and attributing them to policies has been both 

challenging and politically contentious. In this paper I will argue that the challenges involved 

can be addressed by returning to the basics of epidemiology, such as defining exposures 

and plausible outcomes, identifying causal pathways, understanding time lags and bias, 

and identifying mediating factors. I will illustrate these with reference to our work on the 

financial crisis and on others previously. However, I will also argue that it is important to 

understand the political context within which such work has done, recognizing that evidence 

is not always welcomed by everyone. 
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