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Abstract:  

 

Providing protection against potentially impoverishing healthcare expenditures is a key function of every 

health system. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aim to achieve Universal Health Coverage 

(UHC) for all, including both access to health services and financial risk protection. As efforts to achieve 

UHC accelerate globally, there is a need to develop an indicator of financial protection that can be used to 

effectively measure and monitor progress at achieving this target across countries. At present, the proportion 

of the population with large household expenditures on health exceeding 10% of total household expenditure 

or income is used as the official indicator to monitor progress towards target 3.8.2.  Using the RACER 

framework to evaluate the usefulness of an indicator as well as panel data from a nationally representative 

survey in Burkina Faso, this presentation will discuss the limitations of the currently available financial 

protection indicators and make recommendations of how such indicators could be improved to better monitor 

progress towards UHC. 
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