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WHO Launches HKU-Verified 
Hand Hygiene Programme

Globally

Hong Kong Breaks World Record on 
“Hand Sanitizing Relay”

WHO Collaborating Centre

• HKU School of Public Health has been designated as a WHO 
Collaborating Centre in Infectious Disease Epidemiology and 
Control 

• Primary objectives of the new centre:
� Further the work of Infection Prevention and Control
� Strengthen capacity for surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance 

(AMR)
� Emergency Response to Outbreaks of Novel Pathogens

• This is the first WHO Collaborating Centre in HKU
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First Global Patient Safety Challenge, 2005

The goal of “Clean Care is Safer Care” is to ensure that
infection control is acknowledged universally as a solid and
essential basis towards patient safety and supports the
reduction of health care-associated infections and their
consequences.
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Hong Kong connected with Geneva
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Hand Hygiene

• Single most important practice to 
prevent the transmission of 
infection 

• Single most effective way to 
prevent Healthcare Associated 
Infections (HAI)
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Health-care workers’ 

compliance with hand 

hygiene practices is less 

than 40% on average.
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Time constraint = major obstacle for hand hygiene

handwashing
soap + water

1 to 1.5 min

alcohol-based
hand rub

15 to 20 sec
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Within 80mins, a total 
of 277 health care 
workers completed the 
“7 steps hand hygiene” 
in turn and then poured 
the alcohol hand rub for 
the next person. 
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2014 GWR new Challenge Category
“Most participants in a Hand Sanitising Relay”
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Advertisement fatigue: where a user tires of 

an advertisement as it is seen more often.  

Zöe Abrams and Erik Vee

Campaign fatigue: when there is evidence 

that promotional activities are being 

ignored.
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Passive Learning Active 
Participation

Practice makes 
Perfect

Personal DIY 
Habit

Collective DIT 
Duty

Shared 
Ownership

From To Impact

Casual Rubbing 
Show

Serious Video 
“Audition”

No non-sense

13

41.4%

58.5%

53.0%
55.0%

50.2%

83.0%

72.0%

85.0%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2008 (Pre) 2008 (Post) 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

C
om

pl
ia

nc
e 

ra
te

 %

2008 - 2014 Hand Hygiene Compliance Rate

2008
1. Hospital-wide talk 
2. Workshop for ICLNs
3. Slogan Competition 
4. Kick-off Ceremony 

2009
1. Poster Design Competition
2. Talk 

2010
1.10 Best Hand Hygiene

Providers Contest
2. Best Hand Hygiene Practice 

Department

2011
Workshop for 
ICLNs

2007 
Hand

Hygiene
Promotion

Day

2012
Innovation programs 

(Awarded Asia Pacific 
Hand Hygiene Excellence 

Award 2012/2013)

2014
An extraordinary program 
Set Guinness World Record 

2013
Community

programs
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GWR Certificate

“It should be emphasized 

that breaking a world record 

is not the most important 

issue. Rather it is the ability 

of this exercise to 

enhancing HH compliance 

and to improve the HH 

concept of the staff that is 

the most vital.”
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Pledges to combat health care-associated infections

WHO Member States and autonomous areas

134 WHO Member States have made formal statements pledging their support to 
implement actions to reduce health care-associated infection in their countries 17

HK
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